COMPOUND 61

a play in one act

by

Adam Lehman

AdamL@aol.com

Characters

GUARD - a man in his fifties

SEEKER - a man in his thirties

GOVERNOR - a man in his fifties

WIFE - a woman in her thirties

Time and Place:  Compound 61.  A possible future.

The play takes place at the perimeter of Compound 61.  

There are two facets to the perimeter that appear on stage:  a gated entrance, on the ground level, and a landing at a second level above the gate.  The overall feel of the setting should be sparse and sterile.  

At the start of the play, it is dusk. GUARD is standing on patrol outside of the gate.  After slowly peering around for a few beats, GUARD winces, bends and grabs his lower back.  GUARD moves towards one side of the stage to try to loosen up the pain in his lower back.  

At that moment, SEEKER enters from the other side of the stage, wearing a backpack.  

 As GUARD turns away from the gate, SEEKER walks towards the gate.  SEEKER delicately tries the gate once, but is unable to open it.  When SEEKER tries more forcefully to open the gate, it makes a noise and GUARD takes notice.

GUARD

Ho there!

SEEKER pulls even more forcefully on the gate.  GUARD starts to lumber back to the gate.

Step away from the gate!

As SEEKER continues to try to open the gate, GUARD lunges at SEEKER and tackles him.  GUARD then bear hugs and drags SEEKER away from the gate, forcefully ripping the backpack off SEEKER's shoulders and putting SEEKER into handcuffs.

SEEKER

What are you doing??

GUARD

After ignoring two warning calls, you're lucky I didn't shoot you!

GUARD frisks SEEKER.  

SEEKER

But I didn't hear you! 

GUARD

Yea right.

On finding nothing on SEEKER, GUARD dumps out everything from SEEKER's sack and starts rifling through it.

What are these?!

SEEKER

Just some of my work tools.     

GUARD pulls out some hand drawings and starts to roughly examine them.

GUARD

And what the hell are these?

SEEKER

Drawings -- of my home and family.  Please be careful with them.  

GUARD

Are you nuts?  You try to break into the compound, challenge an armed officer and then have the nerve to demand that I be careful with your contraband?!  

GUARD tosses the drawings on the ground.  SEEKER falls to his knees and, notwithstanding the constriction of the hand cuffs, tries to gather back up the drawings.

GUARD

Where did you come from?

SEEKER

Compound 12.

GUARD

That's impossible!  Compound 12 was decimated three days ago.  Tell me the truth or you'll be in more trouble than you already are!

SEEKER

It is the truth!  I survived the explosion.

GUARD

Survived?  They said there were no survivors.

SEEKER

I was outside the walls of the compound at the time of the explosion.

GUARD

But then how did you get here?  We didn't detect any transport vehicles.

SEEKER

By foot.  

GUARD

By foot?!  That's nearly a hundred miles!

SEEKER

I know.  Please.  I have to get into the compound.  

GUARD

Well storming the gate is no way to gain entry.  Where is your Compound ID?

SEEKER

It was destroyed in the explosion.

GUARD

Without official ID, you can't get in here.  This is a secure facility!

SEEKER

But where else am I supposed to go?

GUARD

That's not my problem.

GUARD puts everything back into SEEKER's bag, uncuffs SEEKER and tosses his bag back at him.

GUARD

Now be on your way.  Loitering isn't allowed outside the compound gate.

SEEKER

But --

At this point, GOVERNOR and his WIFE appear on the landing.  

WIFE

I absolutely insist on it!

GOVERNOR

Dear - I know how you feel, but it's just not possible right now!  

SEEKER

(to GUARD)

Who's that?

WIFE

But I don't think I can go on like this much longer.  

SEEKER

Hello?

GUARD

Shhh!  I said be on your way.

GOVERNOR

It’s out of the question.  With the compound under high alert and our internal problems, what kind of message does that send to the citizens if I suddenly up and leave?  

WIFE

But who’s left to care??

SEEKER

Hello?

GUARD muzzles SEEKER's mouth.

GUARD

I said be quiet! 

GOVERNOR

Did you hear something?  

WIFE

Don't try to avoid the question.

GOVERNOR

Things will get better.  I promise.  But going anywhere else now is just impossible.  Impossible.

WIFE

Fine.  Then I'll go without you.  To the Sanctuary.  Feel free to join me whenever you'd like.

GOVERNOR

Honey, please.  You know you can't do that.

WIFE

So I'm a prisoner?

GOVERNOR

Of course not.  But I can't in good conscience let you wander out in these conditions!  

WIFE

Can it really be any worse out there than it is in here?  

GOVERNOR

Of course it can!  

SEEKER again tries to make a noise to get the attention of GOVERNOR and WIFE, so GUARD restrains him and puts duck tape on SEEKER's mouth.

GUARD

(in an intense whisper)

You try that again and you'll be sorry!

GOVERNOR

Why don't we make a vacation for you right here?

WIFE

So quarantine me within the prison walls?   

GOVERNOR

I'll grant you things could be better.  But then why not try to help me improve the situation, rather than just complaining about it?

WIFE

You want a suggestion for improving things around here?  Walk away and don't look back.

GOVERNOR

Don't joke like that again!  I know you're unhappy, but we still have lives to protect here - 

WIFE

You mean the few that may still have a chance of surviving this plague?

GOVERNOR

- and I will not indulge my own fantasies for some paradise lost and put at risk my position or the compound I'm here to defend.

SEEKER successfully tears off part of the tape on his mouth.

SEEKER

Help!

GUARD again quickly muzzles SEEKER in his grip.

GOVERNOR

Who's there?

GUARD

No one sir.  Just a routine patrol situation.

GOVERNOR

Come to where I can see you better.

GUARD

Yes sir.

GUARD pulls SEEKER into a spot where they can be better seen from the landing by GOVERNOR and WIFE.

GOVERNOR

Who is that with you?

GUARD

Someone who tried to break into the compound.

WIFE

Can the poor man even breathe that way?

GOVERNOR

Let him speak.

GUARD reluctantly tears all of the tape off SEEKER's mouth.   

SEEKER

Thank you sir.  I came from Compound 12.

GOVERNOR

But how?  Compound 12 was just destroyed.

WIFE

(to GOVERNOR)

And I thought you said -- 

GOVERNOR

(in a loud whisper to WIFE) 

What I said is not for public dissemination!

GUARD

He claims to have escaped the explosion and walked all the way here.

WIFE

My God - you must be exhausted!  

GOVERNOR

You were inside the compound and still survived the explosion?

SEEKER

No - I just so happened to be outside the compound at the time - for my work.

GOVERNOR

Did you see the explosion?

SEEKER

Only from a distance.

GOVERNOR

Do you know who did it?

SEEKER

No sir.  

GOVERNOR

And what brought you to our compound?

SEEKER

It's the first I came upon, after fleeing from the explosion.  So if it's possible to enter, I'd -

GUARD

But he has no ID.

GOVERNOR

What happened to your ID?

SEEKER

It was destroyed -- in the explosion.

WIFE

But if there were so few people there, how hard can it be to --

GOVERNOR

(to WIFE)

I'll handle this!

SEEKER

But I do have a general letter of credential.  

GOVERNOR

(to GUARD)

Why didn't you tell me he had a letter of credential?

GUARD

Because he didn't tell me that!

SEEKER

Can I please come in now?  As I'm sure you can imagine, it's been a very difficult journey.

GUARD

Not so fast -- we haven't even seen this credential letter!

GOVERNOR

Are you with Central Command?

SEEKER

Central Command?  What do you mean by that?

GOVERNOR

I mean are you here as a representative of Central Command?

SEEKER

No sir. 

GOVERNOR

That's good.  I mean, good to know.  In any case, the guard is right.  Absent more standard credentials, we'll only be able to review your special credentials and admit you based on an exceptions hearing.   We are, needless to say, under a high state of alert.

SEEKER

So who do I need to speak with, for the hearing?  

GOVERNOR

I'll be conducting the hearing directly.  

SEEKER

Oh - I just thought that there might be a compound solicitor or someone like that.

GOVERNOR

Yes -- well, they're all consumed right now -- with other matters.  

SEEKER

So can we do this hearing now?

GOVERNOR

I'm afraid not.  We need to take certain procedural steps to initiate the hearing.  But come back in the morning and we'll continue then.  

SEEKER

Yes sir.

WIFE

And in the meantime, we should feed him -- you must be famished!

SEEKER

I am.  

GOVERNOR

Guard -- give him a meal.  And we'll see you in the morning.  

GUARD

Yes sir.  

GOVERNOR

Good night.  

GOVERNOR and WIFE exit.  

SEEKER

It's a good thing your Governor showed up before you cast me off.

GUARD

He's no fool.  This letter of yours better be good.  Or else you'd be wise to just start on your way to another compound.  

SEEKER

I'm staying right here.  And I would like my meal.

GUARD

I'm gonna go inside the gate to get you something.  But don't try any funny business - or else you'll get nothing.  

SEEKER

If you have any meat, that would be best -- 

GUARD ignores SEEKER and momentarily disappears through the gate, using a key to open it.  During GUARD's absence, SEEKER peers around, studying the perimeter of the compound.  He takes out his sketch pad and begins sketching.  

GUARD returns with a piece of bread and dog's bowl of water.  He throws the bread at SEEKER and sets down the water bowl.

SEEKER

That's it?  They said a meal!

GUARD

Be happy you're getting anything.

SEEKER takes the bread and devours it.  He then sucks as much of the water as he can down his throat, using the last few drops to wet his face.  

The lights dim.  GUARD again retreats inside the gate.  When he does so, SEEKER takes his drawing pad out of his sack and begins sketching the Compound.  

SEEKER then sits for a few moments, with his eyes closed, at which point GUARD re-enters.  He again is limping and clutching his back, in pain.  

The lights slowly come back up.

GOVERNOR and WIFE re-enter heading towards the landing, but stop a little ways from the spot above the gate for the following exchange, which they conduct in intense whispers.

WIFE

Just because we haven't been infected yet, doesn't mean we'll be immune forever!

SEEKER

(to GUARD)

Did someone just say infected?

GUARD

Quiet!

GOVERNOR

We'll be fine.  And even if there's some risk involved, we now have a responsibility to try to fix the problem.  

WIFE

Fix -- how quaint.  As if we were talking about a broken shoelace or burned out light bulb.  Can protecting your ego really be worth continuing to risk my life, not to mention your own?  Why not just accept catastrophic failure and let us live to see another day?

GOVERNOR

Leaving is out of the question!  I don't expect you to understand leadership -- 

WIFE

Poisoning us all is leadership??

GOVERNOR

-- but I would appreciate it if you could just show a little more understanding and support for your husband!  You know as well as I do that I didn't intend for things to work out this way.  But just because we've got a problem on our hands doesn't mean we can just run away from it!

GUARD

Governor sir -- just wanted to let you know we're down here -- awaiting your further instruction.

GOVERNOR

Yes -- of course.  (to WIFE)  Now I don't want to hear another word about it!  

GOVERNOR proceeds to the center of the landing, above the gate, with WIFE following him there.

(to SEEKER)  Good morning.  Are you ready to begin?

SEEKER

Yes sir.  

GOVERNOR

Let me start with the formalities.  This is an official exceptions hearing, provided for under section 419 of our compound code.  Pursuant to that section, you, the supplicant, are entitled to be heard by an authorized representative of the compound, me, in order to explain why you should be provided admittance to the compound notwithstanding your lack of standard inter-compound credentials.  During this hearing, you will be provided the opportunity to present other documents and information to support your request.  I will decide, based on my sole discretion, whether or not the information you present is sufficient to warrant an exception.  Is all of that clear?

SEEKER

It is.  

GOVERNOR

I regret having to put you through all of this, but with the dangerous elements roaming about, we have to maintain strict and consistent security protocols.  Coming from Compound 12, you now know that as well as anyone.

SEEKER

Yes sir.

GOVERNOR

In any case, let's get started.  Can you please tell us your name?

SEEKER

Trog.  Trog Otto.

GOVERNOR

And what is -- was -- your address?

SEEKER

Sector 4 in Compound 12.

GOVERNOR

And before that?

SEEKER

I've lived there my whole life.

GOVERNOR

Do you have a family?

SEEKER

I did.  A wife and two children.  And my parents, two brothers, several aunts, uncles and cousins.

GOVERNOR

And where are they now?

SEEKER

They all died -- in the explosion.

GOVERNOR

I'm sorry for your loss.  

WIFE

But you're saying they were all in Compound 12 at the time of the explosion??

GOVERNOR

Dear - I'll be asking the questions!  (to SEEKER)  And where were you during the explosion?  

SEEKER

I was outside the compound -- for my work -- you see, I'm a gardener.  

GOVERNOR

You mean to say you had live vegetation in Compound 12?

SEEKER

Only in experimental gardens.

GOVERNOR

Interesting.  Because the chemical agents we use to protect against chemical weapons aren't hospitable to organics.  

WIFE

(aside)

Or people.

GOVERNOR

(ignoring WIFE’s comment)

But you're saying that these experimental gardens survived?

SEEKER

They were heavily insulated.  And we were working with some special herbs.  

GOVERNOR

And where did you find these herbs?

SEEKER

From outside the compound - 

WIFE

At the Sanctuary?

SEEKER

Not there -- originally in a vacant field not far from Compound 12.  That's where I was at the time of the explosion.  But I have some of them with me.  And they could be helpful to you -- in improving security for your compound.

GOVERNOR

So your plants and herbs are supposed to somehow protect us?  I don't think you realize the nature of the threat we face.

SEEKER

The herbs -- and the extracts I can create from them -- are more powerful than you may think.

GUARD

If this stuff is so powerful, how come it didn't protect you in Compound 12?

SEEKER

Unfortunately, we weren't yet using them for security purposes at the time of the explosion.  But we've tested them and they can work.  If you admit me, I can show you.

GOVERNOR

Then let's get back to your clearance.  Do you have your letter of credential?

SEEKER

I do.  Here it is.

SEEKER reaches into his sack and pulls out a letter.  GUARD takes it from SEEKER and hands it to GOVERNOR.  GOVERNOR examines the letter.

GOVERNOR

From Governor Marsh.  

SEEKER

Yes.  Before he died in the explosion.

WIFE

But I thought you said Marsh --

GOVERNOR

(toWIFE)

I said I'll handle this!  (to SEEKER)  His loss is a great tragedy.  He and I trained together.   Well, it certainly comes from a trusted source.    

GOVERNOR hands the letter back to GUARD, who now examines the letter.

Just to be perfectly clear, you said you’re not at all affiliated with Central Command?

SEEKER

No sir.  But if I need to be in touch with someone there, perhaps I could --   

GOVERNOR

Oh no.  No, no -- that's not at all necessary.  I just need to know who I'm dealing with.  And it's fair to say your only interest in the compound is for refuge, correct?

SEEKER

That's right. 

GUARD

Wait a minute -- I don't see any official Compound seal on this letter of his.

GUARD hands the letter back to GOVERNOR.

SEEKER

There must be some mistake.  It came straight from Governor Marsh's office. 

GOVERNOR

(to GUARD)

You're right - this is not a seal.

GUARD

How do we know this isn't a forgery?

SEEKER

A forgery?  Why would I forge a letter? 

GUARD

You can say whatever you want - but how can we rely on this document as a valid substitute for credentials?

GOVERNOR

He’s right.    

SEEKER

But what else am I supposed to do?  You know that Compound 12 was destroyed, and with it my ID and any other evidence that would satisfy you.  It was sheer luck that I had the letter with me at the time of the explosion.  And now you're telling me that's not good enough?

GOVERNOR

It may yet be.  But we'll need to test it against verification tools to validate its authenticity.  (to GUARD) Good catch.

GUARD

Thank you sir.

SEEKER

And how long will that take?

GOVERNOR

Unfortunately, given the recent damage to some of our systems – and our limited communication with Central Command - it may be several days.

SEEKER

And what am I to do in the meantime?  There isn't another compound for two hundred miles!

WIFE

Can't we at least give him transport to one of the other compounds?

GOVERNOR

No dear, we can’t.  We need all of our security resources here.  And he probably wouldn't have any better success anywhere else without standard credentials.

WIFE

Even the Sanctuary?  I mean, the man's a gardener for God's sakes!

GOVERNOR

(to WIFE)

Enough!  (to SEEKER)  We can continue to feed you.  I'm sorry.  It's the best I can do under the circumstances.

WIFE

You’re better off out there anyway!

WIFE storms off.  GOVERNOR follows.

GOVERNOR

(while exiting)

Honey?!  Don't you walk away from me when I'm talking to you!

GUARD

Don't think you're fooling me.

SEEKER

What are you talking about?

GUARD

You're up to no good.  I know your kind.

SEEKER

You've obviously been on patrol a little too long.  Must be making you paranoid.

GUARD

Paranoid, huh?  You just better hope that letter of yours checks out.  If not, I'm gonna have a field day with you.

SEEKER

My letter will check out fine.  

GUARD  

We'll see about that.  Now I'm going in for a spell - but don't try anything funny.  We have electronic surveillance - and if I catch you trying to break in, you won't be getting off easy again.

SEEKER

But I wasn't trying to break-in before!

GUARD

Yea, right.

GUARD exits through the gate.  

SEEKER again pulls out his sketch pad and continues drawing the perimeter.  SEEKER then exits to one side of the stage.  

We see WIFE enter.  But rather than appearing on the landing, she comes through the gate.  She is carrying a small case and appears frantic.  

As WIFE looks around, SEEKER re-enters.  He is backing his way on to stage, looking around in front of him, but not noticing WIFE.  WIFE too doesn't notice SEEKER, as she is turned the other way, also looking around.  They eventually back into one another.  Each reacts initially with fright.

SEEKER

What are you doing out here??

WIFE

What does it look like?  I'm leaving!

SEEKER

Where are you going?

WIFE

The Sanctuary.  

SEEKER

I think you may be disappointed.  

WIFE

If there's one place I won't be disappointed, it's the Sanctuary.

SEEKER

And how do you expect to get there?

WIFE

I don't know.  I suppose on foot.

SEEKER

But it's nearly two hundred miles away!

WIFE

So be it.  I've brought nutrition that can last for weeks.  Enough for two people.  So if you'd like to join me, I'm sure I could use your help.  And, trust me, you'll be better off at the Sanctuary.  

SEEKER

You want me to walk away from the safety of this compound after everything it took to get here?  If you can persuade your husband to let me in, I can help you re-invent the insides of these walls.  When we're done, it will make the Sanctuary look like a patch of weeds.  

WIFE

It's a charming thought -- but I’m afraid you don't understand what's happening in there.

SEEKER

Then tell me, what is happening?

WIFE

I'm not at liberty to share that with you.  But -- well, suffice it to say the situation is beyond repair.  

SEEKER

Are there others in there? Or is just deserted, except for a few of you?

WIFE

You mean like compound 12?

SEEKER

What are you talking about?  

WIFE

It doesn't matter now.  I want your help, if you're willing to join me.   We should leave now, before anyone tries to stop us.  And you can explain the motivations for your creative storytelling on the way.

WIFE takes SEEKER by the hand. 

SEEKER

What do you mean "creative storytelling?"

GOVERNOR appears on the landing.

GOVERNOR

There she is!  I see her!  Outside the gate!  Get her!

GUARD bursts out of the gate and chases after WIFE.  

WIFE

Hurry!  Let's go!

WIFE now tries to run, pulling SEEKER along with her.  GUARD catches them and initially starts to beat on SEEKER with a billy club.

GOVERNOR

Forget about him!  Get her back inside.

GUARD turns to WIFE, grabs a hold of her arm and begins dragging her back to the gate.

WIFE

Get your hands off of me, you neanderthal!

GOVERNOR

It's alright dear - don't fight it.  

WIFE

(still struggling)

Let me go!

GOVERNOR

You belong here. Everything will be alright. 

GUARD finally gets WIFE back through the gate.

WIFE

Bastard!  (to SEEKER) Wait for me!  I'll be back!

WIFE and GUARD exit through gate.  GOVERNOR exits, running back from landing.  

SEEKER picks himself back off the ground, shakes off the momentary beating and then returns to his sketching.  

GUARD re-enters, at which point SEEKER fumbles to put his sketch pad back in his bag.

GUARD

So now you're trying to kidnap the Governor's wife?  In case you hadn't noticed, that's not exactly helping your case.

SEEKER

I didn't do anything of the sort!  She was trying to talk me into joining her.  If anything, I was trying to convince her to return to the compound.

GUARD

Sure you were.  You're just lucky the Governor called me off before I beat you into a bloody pulp.  And that she protected you by convincing him that it wasn't your idea.

SEEKER

She did?

GUARD

See?  Of course you're surprised.  Since it probably was all part of some scheme of yours. 

SEEKER

I know it's in your job description to be suspicious, but I'm telling you, you've got it all wrong. 

GUARD

Don't waste your breath on me.

SEEKER

Well can you please at least get me more food and water?  As you know, the Governor did agree to keep feeding me until my letter clears.  

GUARD

Yea - but that was before you tried to run off with his wife!

SEEKER

I promise you I didn't.  Please.  I'm starving.  

GUARD

You're lucky I'm in a good mood, having gotten a little exercise at your expense.  Meaning I'll give you the benefit of the doubt and double check on whether or not the Governor wants to maintain his generous offer.  

GUARD exits through the gate. 

SEEKER again takes his sketch pad out and begins to draw.  

When SEEKER hears GUARD coming, he puts the sketch pad back into his sack.  GUARD enters.  He's again carrying bread and a bowl of water.

GUARD

It really is your lucky day.  Here.

GUARD again throws the bread at SEEKER and slides the bowl over to him.

SEEKER

Another gourmet meal.  Why thank you.

GUARD

You bet.  

The lights dim, as SEEKER devours his bread and drinks his water.  GUARD exits.  

SEEKER again takes out his sketch pad.  

WIFE then appears on the landing.  She appears tipsy and is in a gown.  SEEKER does not notice her.

WIFE

Hello down there!

SEEKER

(startled)

Oh - hello.  

WIFE

What's that you're doing?  

SEEKER

Just drawing.

WIFE

Drawing - how wonderful!  

WIFE now dances along the landing, flopping half over it at times.

SEEKER

Are you o.k.?

WIFE

Oh yes - just grand.  

SEEKER

You seem a bit -- unsteady.

WIFE

Oh that's just the drugs they pumped into me.  They'll do anything to try to keep me in this hell-hole, but I'll get out whether they like it or not!  

SEEKER

But maybe there's a reason you're still here -- so that you can help me to get into the compound.  

WIFE

So you're another one with a death wish?  Maybe you do belong in here after all!

WIFE now intentionally hangs half of her body over the edge of the landing.

SEEKER

Be careful!  You'll fall!

WIFE

Don't worry about me -- I can fly!

SEEKER

Please -- they'll just blame me if anything happens to you!

WIFE

But I told you -- I can fly!

SEEKER

What about the Sanctuary?  Don't you want to live to see it again?

WIFE

Yes -- the Sanctuary -- what a splendid idea!  I'll fly there right now!

WIFE now climbs up to jump off the side of landing.

SEEKER

No!

SEEKER goes to catch WIFE.  GOVERNOR appears just in time to grab WIFE and safely pull her back from the edge of the landing.

WIFE

So you're determined to spoil all of my fun, are you?!

GOVERNOR

Come with me dear -- you just need to rest and then everything will be alright.

SEEKER

I didn't have anything to do with this.  I was just trying to help!

GOVERNOR give SEEKER a harsh look and then exits with WIFE in hand.  

SEEKER again digs back into his sack and this time takes out a plant and a small metal instrument.  He uses the instrument to twist and trim the plant.  

After a few beats, GUARD returns and the lights come back up.  

GUARD

Nice work!  You really are a masochist.  Even a level-headed guy like the Governor has his limits.

SEEKER

But I didn’t do anything!  She was up on the landing, leaning over the edge.  I tried to talk her down, until the Governor came and rescued her.

GOVERNOR appears on the landing.

GOVERNOR

Otto - are you still out there?

SEEKER

I am.  Over here.  Is your wife o.k.?

GOVERNOR

She’ll be fine.  But what were you doing with her??

SEEKER

I was just trying to talk her down.

GOVERNOR

By seducing her with promises about the Sanctuary??

SEEKER

No sir.  I only mentioned the Sanctuary to try to keep her attention, since she looked like she was going to jump.

GOVERNOR

Well trust me -- talking to her about the Sanctuary isn't helpful.  So it will be in your best interest in the future not to engage her on the subject.  Or to engage her at all.  Am I being clear?    

SEEKER

Yes sir.  I understand.  

GOVERNOR

I hope so.  Now did the two of you talk about anything else?  

SEEKER

Not really.  She was just again complaining about the compound.

GOVERNOR

Complaining?  How so?

SEEKER

Just saying that she had to get out.

GOVERNOR

But anything more specific?

SEEKER

No sir.  

GOVERNOR

And did you two talk at all about Compound 12?

SEEKER

We didn't.  

GOVERNOR

Otto - do you have any communication devices with you?

SEEKER

Sir?

GOVERNOR

Voice phones or other link-ups.

SEEKER

No sir.  The one phone I had was destroyed in the explosion.

GOVERNOR

Very good.  I mean that that’s a sufficient response.

SEEKER

Yes sir.  So, not to distract you from what I know is a troubling situation with your wife, but has there been any progress with verification of my letter?  

GOVERNOR

As I said before, it will take several days to clear your letter.  

SEEKER

And is there no other way I can be admitted?  I promise you I'm who I say I am.  And if you'll let me in, I'll do whatever you need -- to help with your situation.

GOVERNOR

Situation?  What did my wife say about a situation?  

SEEKER

Nothing sir -- just that --

At this moment, a very loud alarm sounds, reverberating across the stage.  

GUARD

(to GOVERNOR)

That's a code 9!

GOVERNOR

Secure the perimeter!  Hurry!

GUARD rushes in through the gate, slamming it behind him, in SEEKER's face.  

GOVERNOR exits in a hurry from the landing.

SEEKER

But -- what about me?  

SEEKER, disappointed, returns to his sack, pulling out the plant and metal instrument.  He again twists and trims the plant.  

After a few moments, GUARD enters. On his return, GUARD is noticeably limping and supporting his lower back with one of his hands.  

SEEKER again puts the plant and instrument back in his sack.

GUARD

So, Mr. Troublemaker's at it again?

SEEKER

What are you talking about?  

GUARD

I’m talking about  -- ow!

GUARD hunches over in pain.

SEEKER

Are you alright?

GUARD

Don’t you worry about me.  I’m talking about the security breach -- around the perimeter.

GUARD points in the direction SEEKER had previously exited, but again hunches in pain.

SEEKER

You’re obviously in need of help.  How long has this been going on?

GUARD

I’ll ask the questions around here!  Have you been around that perimeter?  

SEEKER

Well --

GUARD

Answer carefully -- don’t forget we have electronic surveillance.

SEEKER

Then why do you need an answer from me?

GUARD

I said I’ll ask the questions!  So, were you over there or not!?

SEEKER

No.  I don’t recall having left here.  

GUARD

You’re sure??

SEEKER

What happened there?  Around the perimeter.  Don’t you have patrols there too?

GUARD

Answers!

SEEKER

As I said -- I think I've been in this general area the whole time.

GUARD

Well did you see anyone else pass that way?

SEEKER

The only people I’ve seen out here are yourself -- and the Governor’s wife.

GUARD

Great.  So now you’re telling me the Governor’s wife planted an electrical decoy outside the perimeter?

SEEKER

No -- I was just saying -- what do mean, an electronic decoy -- what’s that?

GUARD

Forget it.  But if you’re going to insist on loitering outside here, and you want to help your case, keep an eye out for anyone else passing anywhere near the compound -- understand?

SEEKER

Certainly.  I’ll be on a careful watch.  Now, about your back --

GUARD

What are you, a doctor too??  

SEEKER

No but --

GUARD

Then don’t you worry about my back.  

SEEKER

It’s just that I do have some herbal remedies that could help.  When did the pain start? 

GUARD

That's none of your business!  

SEEKER

Does it have anything to do with the situation the Governor's wife mentioned before?

GUARD

Didn't the Governor already tell you there is no situation??

SEEKER

Yes, but -- I'm just trying to help.  

GUARD

Well don't bother -- this isn't just some little back ache.  

SEEKER

You’d be surprised.  Some of these herbs are truly miracle drugs.

SEEKER pulls from his bag a small bag of herbs.

If you just let me just rub the balm from these herbs on your --

GUARD

Keep your hands off of me!

SEEKER

Then here -- you can apply them yourself.  Just rub them where there's pain.

SEEKER hands GUARD a few herbs.  GUARD hesitates.

SEEKER

Well?  It can’t hurt to try, can it?

GUARD reluctantly rubs the herbs on his lower back.  He takes a step and again crouches in pain.

GUARD

So much for your wonder drug!

SEEKER

Give it a minute.  

GUARD grimaces and then takes another step, but this time he doesn’t experience the pain.  Still suspicious, he takes a few more steps, but finds the pain is gone.

GUARD

Hey -- it’s working!

SEEKER

I told you it might work.

GUARD

And all I have to do is rub them where it hurts?

SEEKER

That’s all.  

GUARD

Amazing!  But wait -- how many of these do you have with you?

SEEKER

Just what I handed to you.

GUARD

These won’t last through the day -- they’re already beginning to fall apart.  I knew it was too good to be true.

SEEKER

But I have seeds to grow more.  If you let me in, I can grow you your own private garden overflowing with these herbs.  

GOVERNOR enters at the landing.

GOVERNOR

Guard!

GUARD

Governor -- what is it?

GOVERNOR

Have you seen my wife?  

GUARD

Why no -- I thought she was in your quarters.

GOVERNOR

She was.  But with all of the commotion after the alarm, she -- well she's gone.  (to SEEKER)  How about you -- have you seen her?

SEEKER

No sir.  Not since she was with you -- on the landing.  

GOVERNOR

(to GUARD)  

You -- come with me.  She can't have gotten far.

GUARD

Yes sir.

GUARD exits through the gate.

SEEKER again pulls out his metal tool, but this time with a small green wire.  

A moment later, WIFE appears, from around the perimeter, in the direction where the decoy had been planted.  She is back in normal dress and more steady than in her previous appearance.   

SEEKER

What are you doing?  The Governor is looking for you!

WIFE

Governor?  I don’t have any Governor.  

SEEKER

Your husband!

WIFE

Ah - you mean the prison guard.   That lying bastard.  Yes, well if you see him again, tell him I've gone for a little stroll in the park.  

As WIFE approaches SEEKER, she stumbles.  

SEEKER

You're not well -- here let me help you -- 

SEEKER reaches out to steady her, but she brushes him off.

WIFE

I'm fine.  But if you really want to be of help, then grab your bag and let's go.  

SEEKER

But where?  It’s not safe out there.  And there's no place to go anyway.

WIFE

Not safe out there?  Didn't I already tell you what's going on behind those walls?  

SEEKER

You didn't -- but trust me, it’s worse out there.

WIFE

Trust you?  After you lied about the explosion at Compound 12?  

SEEKER

What?

WIFE

It was an abandoned compound!  Why do you think the Governor is holding up your entry.  Your story doesn't make any sense!  

SEEKER

Abandoned?  But that's not right!!  He's lying to you!

WIFE

Well it obviously wouldn't be the first time.  But why would he lie to me about that??

SEEKER

I can promise you a lot of people died in the explosion.  Including my wife -- my sons -- my whole family.  I couldn't lie about a thing like that.  (Beat)  What exactly did he say to you about Compound 12?

WIFE

He just said it had been abandoned -- and so the explosion was a blessing in disguise for us, since it would divert attention from the problems we’re having here.

SEEKER

Just as I thought.  Here -- take a look at this sketch.

SEEKER pulls out his sketchbook and flips it open to a page with sketches of two men.

SEEKER

Have you ever seen these men before?

WIFE

Yes -- they were compound security -- here in Compound 61.  How do you know them?

SEEKER

I don’t.  I saw them approaching Compound 12 just before the explosion.

WIFE

But you’re not saying --

SEEKER

What -- you don’t think you’re husband is capable of that?

WIFE

I don’t know what to think anymore.  Other than that there’s even more reason for us to get the hell out of here and on our way to the Sanctuary.

SEEKER

There is no more Sanctuary.

WIFE

What??

SEEKER

Also destroyed.  

WIFE

But who in their right mind would destroy the one decent place left on this God-forsaken planet??

SEEKER

It apparently happened just before my compound went down.  Perhaps just another convenient “distraction.” 

WIFE wobbles and SEEKER catches her.  We hear GOVERNOR yell.

GOVERNOR

(offstage)

Dear?  Are you out there??

WIFE

(quickly to SEEKER)

If we’re separated again, just wait for me here -- I'll get back as soon as I can.  There must be someplace out there we can go.  

SEEKER

I need to finish some business here first.  

WIFE

Then do it fast -- in the meantime, I'll be my quarters.

GOVERNOR

There she is!  Get your hands off of her!

SEEKER lets go of WIFE.  

GUARD enters, rumbling through the gate, smacks SEEKER out of the way and grabs hold of WIFE.

GOVERNOR

What have you done to her??  

SEEKER

Nothing -- she fell and I was just trying to steady her.   

WIFE

(to GUARD)

Get your filthy hands off of me!   

GOVERNOR

(to GUARD)

Get her back in here!  Hurry! 

GUARD hauls WIFE, again kicking and screaming, back towards the gate.  

WIFE

So you lied to me about the Sanctuary too??!

GUARD and WIFE exit through the gate.  


GOVERNOR

(to SEEKER)

What did she mean by that?  About the Sanctuary??

SEEKER

I told her.  That it was destroyed.

GOVERNOR

It was?

SEEKER

Yes.  

GOVERNOR

And how do you know that?

SEEKER

I have my sources.  

GOVERNOR

I’m sure you do.  But if you’re not willing to share more with me, then you certainly can’t expect me to let you in here.

SEEKER

So be it.  I suspect there are others out there who would be in interested in what I’ve learned about your compound.  So consider my "request for admittance" withdrawn.

SEEKER turns to go.

GOVERNOR

But where will you go?  You know there’s not another compound for two hundred miles.

SEEKER

If I’ve survived this long, I’ll find my way.  

SEEKER begins to exit.

GOVERNOR

But wait -- please.  

SEEKER turns back.

You apparently know more than I realized.  If you promise to share all of that information with me -- and I mean all of it -- then perhaps I could waive the formal requirements around your admittance.  

SEEKER

And you’d let me in now?

GOVERNOR

O.k.  Yes.

SEEKER

Fine.  It's a deal.

GOVERNOR

I’ll be right down.

GOVERNOR exits.  A moment later, he reappears, entering through the gate.  

GOVERNOR

Now, not to be paranoid, but the guard already checked you for weapons, right?

SEEKER

Of course.  All I have are my herbs and a few gardening tools.  

GOVERNOR

Very good.  Then come this way.  We can have our little chat in my quarters.  

SEEKER walks through the gate.  GOVERNOR closes the gate behind him.  

After five beats, GUARD enters through the gate.  GUARD looks around, but is surprised not to find Otto waiting outside the gate.

GUARD

Otto?  Where are you?!  Otto?!

After quickly checking the perimeter and seeing no one, GUARD exits through the gate.  

After another ten beats, we hear a massive explosion from inside the wall.  

Five beats later, we see WIFE running from around the perimeter of the wall.  She is disheveled and covered in soot from the explosion.  She's carrying a small bag.  A moment later, we see SEEKER enter from the same spot, also covered in soot, and carrying his sack.  They join hands and then run offstage together.  

END OF PLAY
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