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[MARGE enters and crosses to LUCILLE, who is standing behind a table with a cashier’s register on it]

MARGE

Hi.  I’m here to pick up Rusty?

LUCILLE

Well it’s about time!  Rusty’s been ready for three hours.  

MARGE

I’m sorry.

LUCILLE

When we spoke an hour ago, you said you’d be right in!

MARGE

I know, I know.  It’s just been a crazy afternoon – and then there was a problem on the metro - so sometimes Rusty just has to wait.






LUCILLE

Well I wish you would have told me that when we spoke.  We took in another one thinking Rusty would be gone and it’s been a madhouse here the last few hours.

MARGE

Like I said, I’m really sorry.  So where is Rusty?

LUCILLE

In the back.  But before I get him, don’t you want to know what treatments he had today?

MARGE

Of course.

LUCILLE

Well he really needed to be cleaned up.  Top to bottom.

MARGE

I figured.  I went away for the weekend – and when I got back he was a real mess.

LUCILLE

So I gave him the works.

MARGE

And how did he do?

LUCILLE

He was fine when I worked on the top hair.  Although, you know, it's thinning.

MARGE

I know.  I guess that just comes with age.

LUCILLE

He was a little sensitive around the face - eyebrows, ears and that sort of thing.

MARGE

Even when they’re older, they can be such babies.

LUCILLE

It's true.  And otherwise, he seemed to do alright with the grooming.  Although he did have a hard time waiting for you to come pick him up.

MARGE

What was he doing?

LUCILLE

Just barking alot.  And he got grouchy with some of the others.

MARGE

What can I tell you?  It's just part of the breed.

LUCILLE

One other thing - not that it's my business, but he seems quite a bit overweight.

MARGE

I know.  I try to exercise him - but frankly he's just lazy.  And he doesn't listen.

LUCILLE

Well that's the case with alot of them.  Did you train him when he was younger?

MARGE

I tried.  I just didn't have the heart to crack the whip too hard for fear of taking all of the spunk out of him.

LUCILLE

I understand.  But if you don't draw the lines early, they're hard to control later.

MARGE

Tell me about it.  Anyway, if Rusty's chomping at the bit, I should settle up and get him out of your hair.

LUCILLE

Sure.  With all of the extras today and the waiting time, it's $90.

MARGE

$90?!  That's highway robbery!

LUCILLE

That's just what it costs - $45 for the basic grooming, $20 for the extras and $35 for the wait time.

MARGE

I didn't see anything about wait time charges!  

LUCILLE 

[pulls out a form]

It's right there - at the bottom.

MARGE

Are you serious?  I'm sorry.  I refuse to pay $90!  

LUCILLE

Well then I refuse to give him back.  

MARGE

Fine.  Keep him!  

LUCILLE

I will.  And I'll make sure to tell him he wasn't even worth $90 to you.

MARGE

Go right ahead.  Money doesn't mean anything to him anyway.

LUCILLE

Be serious.  This is how we earn our living!  Not to mention all of the charges are right there on the price list.

MARGE

Are you kidding me?  I don’t even think I could read that fine print with a magnifying glass!

LUCILLE

I wasn’t the one who was three hours late for pick up.  So this is really not my problem.

MARGE

Well it is now.  

[MARGE starts to exit.]

LUCILLE

Enough with the posturing.  I’ll drop the wait charges from $35 to $20.

MARGE

[turning back around]

$10.

LUCILLE

$15.  But only if you take him off my hands right now.  

MARGE

Done.  So $70.  

[MARGE pulls out $70 and hands it to LUCILLE.]

LUCILLE

I’ll go get him.

[LUCILLE exits.  MARGE waits impatiently.  LUCILLE then returns with a man, not a dog.   LUCILLE hands him over to MARGE.]

MARGE

[in response to a whimper from the man]

Well if you just went to the barber once in a while, I wouldn’t need to bring you here!

[to LUCILLE.]

Thanks.

LUCILLE

Your welcome.  Oh – but hold on a sec – I almost forgot –

[LUCILLE exits and quickly returns with a leash.]

LUCILLE

You wouldn’t want to forget this!

MARGE

You can say that again!

[MARGE clips the leash to a gold necklace around the man’s neck.  They exit.] 
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