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Characters*
AHM, a man 
CELL 
BJ 
HORRY 
NESTI 
BOLL
DEMAN
SALLY

JAHN

*Except as noted, characters can be any gender and any adult age

Time

Someone's present.
Setting

Somewhere (or not).
The action takes place in a makeshift courtroom, consisting of a high chair, or regular chair on a platform and table or desk, facing three tables, each with two chairs.  At the start of the action, CELL is onstage, standing next to the high chair.  AHM enters.

AHM
Excuse me - I'm looking for the bathroom?
CELL does not respond.

AHM
Sorry to bother you, but do you know where I'd find the bathroom?
Again, CELL does not respond.  AHM walks up towards CELL.

AHM
I don't know if you heard me - I was asking if this is the way to the bathroom?  They said it was through that door.  

CELL
DO I LOOK LIKE A  GOD DAMNED BATHROOM ATTENDANT!?

AHM
I'm sorry.  I guess I just went through the wrong door.  
AHM turns to go.

CELL
Where do you think you're going?

AHM turns back.

AHM
Did you say something?

CELL
I said where do you think you're going?

AHM
Just back to find the bathroom.  I'm really sorry to have bothered you.

AHM again turns to go.

CELL
You can't just up and leave.

AHM
What?

CELL
You just sit yourself down and wait!
AHM
There must be some confusion.  I mean, I don't think I'm supposed to be here.  
CELL
Well you should have thought of that before.

AHM
Right - and I'm sorry that I didn't.  An honest mistake.

CELL
That's what they all say.

AHM
They all?

CELL
Just sit yourself down and wait! 

AHM
You must be confusing me with someone else.

CELL
They say that too!

AHM
Who does?

CELL
All of them!

AHM
I see.  Well, it's been nice chatting.  I'll, um, see you later?
AHM again turns to go and starts to walk briskly.  At this point, CELL moves into action, walking briskly after AHM and grabbing AHM by the shoulders.

AHM
Hey!  Get your hands off of me!

CELL
Not until you sit yourself down!

CELL now starts to pull AHM back to one of the sets of chairs.  AHM resists.
AHM
I don't know who you think I am, but you're mistaken!

CELL
Tell it the judge.

AHM
What judge?

CELL
You can pretend you don't know what's going on, but I know your kind.  Oh yes I do.

At this point, CELL throws AHM into one of the chairs.

AHM
Is this some sort of joke?

CELL
If you think so.  But I wouldn't be handling it so lightly if I were in your shoes.

AHM
I'm completely confused.

CELL
You can say that as many times as you like, but I'd suggest you save your breath for when the others arrive.  

AHM
What others?!

CELL
As kindhearted as you may think I am, I am not your lawyer.  So you just keep yourself sitting there - quietly - and you won't get hurt.

AHM does so for a few moments, studying CELL, who just stands at attention.
AHM
This is a joke, isn't it.  Who put you up to this?  One of my friends?  

CELL doesn't respond.

My folks?

Again CELL doesn't respond.

C'mon, you can at least give me a hint, can't you?  I won't tell.
CELL still doesn't respond.  

Well then I don't have to play along either.  

AHM stands up from the chair and begins to walk away again.  CELL again intercedes forcefully pushing AHM back into the chair.  

AHM
Oww!!  That hurt!

CELL
Like I said before - if you just sit quietly, you won't get hurt.  

AHM
So you're serious?!
CELL
It's serious business.  
BJ and HORRY enter and congregate on the opposite side of the stage from AHM and CELL.  HORRY is wearing a wireless headset.
HORRY

(speaking into his headset)

Rescue International, may I help you?  (slight pause)  Yes, we are the Sally Struthers organization.  (slight pause) Yes, I know, but she is working hard to lose the weight.  Are you interested in making a donation? (slight pause)  
BJ

(to HORRY)

Will you get off that frickin’ thing so we can get organized??  

HORRY motions with his finger to BJ to hold on for one minute.

HORRY

(continuing into his headset)

That's wonderful.  Just wonderful.  As you know from our commercials, just a dollar a day from you can feed a village of twenty.  (slight pause)  It does?  Well then yes, I think it does depend on the people in the village - if they're smaller, then your dollar could in fact feed thirty.  Right.  So can we count on you for a donation of $365?  (slight pause) Yes, $364 would be fine.  Transferring to our offshore donation processing center – please hold. 
BJ

(to HORRY)

So you brought the clover??
HORRY

It’s right here in my pocket.

BJ

And we’re all set with the money??

HORRY

Relax – it’s all under control.

CELL

(across the stage to BJ and HORRY)

It better be.

AHM

(standing up to approach BJ)

I don’t mean to interrupt, but perhaps you can shed some light on what’s going on here?

BJ

Who the hell are you??

CELL

(grabbing AHM and throwing him back in his chair)

You sit your ass down and only speak when spoken to!

AHM

So no one can tell me what’s going on??
NESTI enters and approaches AHM.
NESTI

(to AHM)

Sorry I’m late.  

AHM

Who are you?

NESTI

Your defense counsel.
AHM

So can you please tell me why we’re here??
NESTI

For me, I was just trying to fill a hole – you know – that feeling that something’s missing in your life.  So I started down all the usual paths.  Ashram.  Church.  Synagogue.  Prison.  Climbing a mountain.  Living at the ocean.  Meditating in a field.  Swimming in hot lava at the base of a volcano.  Oh yea - and serving.  Lepers in India.  Illiterate Belgians who had only acquired four or five languages.  Russian immigrants.  And widowed heiresses who couldn't quite get into camel pose - that's where the Ashram training finally came in handy. 
AHM

I can’t say I’m following you.

NESTI

Because it wasn’t clear to me either.  But then it suddenly became crystal clear to me what I should do.  So I went straight to the nearest massage parlor and volunteered my services.  Things started really well at the massage parlor.  I found I had a knack for keeping my clients happy.  Sometimes I found the service requests too be a little - well strange.  But once I knew that my life would be one of service, I just stopped questioning the needs of those who so clearly were depending on me.  The work was hard - sometimes very hard - but I didn't mind.  I had really found my calling.  But then one day, the hole came back.  So I told the client I was with about my hole -   he was a lawyer - a very nice guy - and he told me about defenders.  Helping the persons who can't help themselves.  Well I knew that's why the hole came back.  To tell me that that was my real calling.  So I didn't hesitate - I mean, I finished that job, but then let my boss at the massage parlor - not that you can exactly call it a boss since I never got paid - but the person in charge, told her that I would be moving on.  Well she was very disappointed, but she understood.  The very next day I went online and bought myself a law degree.  And today I am a proud defender of anyone in need.

AHM

That’s a really – fascinating - story about you.  But can’t you tell me anything about why I’m being held here?

JUDGE DEMAN enters.

CELL

All rise for the honorable Judge Deman!

Everyone is standing, except for AHM.  When AHM tries to stand, CELL holds him down in his seat.

JUDGE DEMAN
(to AHM)
Disrespecting the judge is not exactly the way to win favor with the court.

AHM

But he was holding me down!

JUDGE DEMAN

And I suppose next you’ll tell me you’re not even supposed to be here.  

AHM
Exactly!  I have no idea why I’m being detained.
DEMAN
Since you’re the defendant.

AHM
But I don't know what I've done wrong!
DEMAN
But that's why we have these proceedings - to show you.

AHM
But doesn't it usually work so that you do something wrong and then there's a trial?

DEMAN
So you expect us to believe you've done nothing wrong?

AHM
Listen, can’t I please just go to the bathroom?
DEMAN
I don't know - can you?

All but AHM laugh.  
As much as I enjoy this delightful repartee, we really do need to get on with business.  So, to get started, counsel, please identify yourselves.

NESTI
Counsel for the defense, your honor.

DEMAN
Good.

BOLL
Prosecution your honor.

DEMAN
Fine.  But then who are you?

BJ

Also counsel for the defense your honor.  And this is my star witness.
BJ motions to HORRY who waves.

DEMAN
Hmm.  I don't remember calling additional defense lawyers into this proceeding.

CELL
Your honor, I called them - to help expedite things.  
DEMAN
Fine.  Then let’s proceed.  The defendant will remain standing while we pronounce the sentence.  

AHM
But your honor, don't I get a trial?!
NESTI
The defendant does seem to have a point there.

DEMAN
If you all insist.  So start with your opening statements, prosecution first.  

BOLL
Your honor, our case against the defendant is a simple one.  The defendant is guilty.  Guilty, guilty, guilty.  Just look at the defendant's face.  Riddled with guilt.  And consider the defendant's actions - guilty in every way.  The guilt of the defendant is eminently clear.  And in our society - our city on the slope - our beacon of glaring light - we have an obligation to ourselves and everyone around us to ferret out the guilty and make them pay - pay with their lives to expiate the sins of our own lives.  
Not that I have anything to hide - I'm just saying more generally that those out there with sins will gain expiation and cleansing by virtue of what we will do to this guilty defendant when we are done with him or her today.  And then we will go find the others who are guilty - all of the others - and we will cleanse them too - through our expiation and through our justice - until all of the guilt has been washed away, like lilies from the field.  

More specifically, the prosecution intends to show that this defendant burned down a house, killing countless plants, insects and other forms of life in and proximate to that house, and ran off with bags full of money.  Thank you your honor.
DEMAN
Fine.  Then counsel for the defense?

NESTI looks at BJ who glares back and rises.

BJ

Your honor, this case is simple - just as the prosecution so lucidly pointed out in its opening statement.  But it's not about the defendant's guilt.  And it's not about our collective guilt.  It's about the defendant's insanity.  As a sage man once said, a sane man in an insane world appears insane.  And, in this case, we intend to show that an insane man in an insane world appears sane.  We won't take on the question of how a sane man in a sane world appears, since we know your time is limited.  Specifically, we will prove, to your great delight I am sure, that this defendant didn't know what he or she was doing when he or she stole the $40 million from the offices of Rescue International.  

BOLL
But I haven't prepared anything about theft from the offices of Rescue International!
BJ

Regardless.  We will still show that the defendant did take the money, was insane in doing so, has hidden the money in a place never to be found, and should be hanged or otherwise eliminated as a result.  Thank you your honor.  

DEMAN
No, thank you!
NESTI
I also would like to offer some opening remarks, if that pleases your honor.

DEMAN
It wouldn't please me at all.  

NESTI
May I offer them anyway?  

DEMAN
Does anyone object?

AHM
Your honor, I do have an objection to -

CELL
Did someone say you could speak?!  

AHM
Well no, but -

CELL
Didn’t I tell you to only speak when spoken to?!

AHM
You did, but - 

CELL
Nothing!  But nothing!  One more word out of you and I will rip that pretty little head of yours off those pretty little shoulders and stuff it right back up your pretty little ass!  Am I being clear?

BOLL
I'd say.

DEMAN
Your diction is excellent.  First rate.
BJ

Fucking brilliant.

DEMAN
(to NESTI)
So you were saying?

NESTI
I just wanted to share a little story about myself.  When I was ten, a group of small children - they couldn't have been older than six or seven - beat me up.  They beat me badly.  And they made fun of me all the while.  One even urinated on my head.  I was much taller then they were.  And, come to think of it, there were only two of them.  But for some reason, I felt I owed it to them to be beaten - to let them act out on me whatever it was that they needed to act out.   So I stand here today a much stronger person - a person who has found a calling.  And I think that is a testament to what happened to me those many years ago.  

As for the defendant, I think he or she too can survive and in fact benefit from this process.  He or she may find his or her calling, if he or she listens carefully to what is said today.  Listening is not easy.  And I don't always believe that listening will produce hearing, in the conventional sense of aural perception.  But if a small child can piss on your head, you will hear that.  Since your ears are obviously part of your head.  

So I do hope that you'll join me in welcoming the defendant here today.  Thank you.  

DEMAN
So it's now time for the prosecution to present it's case.  Your first witness please.  

BOLL
Your honor, our witnesses were not available for today's trial.  They were busy.  Very busy in fact.  But I did tape record their testimony.  So I'll be using these tape recordings in lieu of their appearances here today.  

AHM whispers something to NESTI.
DEMAN
Fine.

NESTI
Your honor, my client is concerned that using tape recordings of the witnesses will violate his or her due process.

DEMAN
Tell your client that I'll be the judge of that.

NESTI
(to AHM)
The judge says the judge will be the judge of that.  

AHM again whispers something to NESTI
NESTI
Your honor, my client is concerned that he or she won't have the opportunity to cross-examine the witnesses.

DEMAN
I've got to hand it to your client - that is a very interesting question of law.  Counselor?

BOLL
I will answer any questions the defense may have.  I actually know the witnesses quite well and feel very comfortable answering on their behalf.  

DEMAN
Excellent response.  Just what the doctor ordered.  So let's get started.  Prosecution - your first witness please. 
CELL

(to BOLL)

Bring the witness here.

BOLL takes the tape recorder and approaches CELL.  

During the following witness "testimony," DEMAN first combs his or her hair, then flosses his or her teeth, then cuts or picks out nose hair (or plucks eyebrow hair if there's no nose hair to pick).

CELL
(to the tape recorder)
Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

BOLL starts the tape recorder.  The voice on the tape recorder sounds like BOLL’s voice.
TAPE RECORDER
I do.

BOLL stops the tape.  

BOLL
Can you please tell the court your name?

BOLL starts the tape recorder.

TAPE RECORDER
My name is Priscilla.  Priscilla Prantle.  

BOLL stops the tape.  AHM whispers something to NESTI.

BOLL
Can you please tell the court where you live?

BOLL starts the tape recorder.

TAPE RECORDER
Yes.  I live at 81 Elm Street.

BOLL stops the tape.  

NESTI
Excuse me - your honor?  My client thinks that the voice on the tape recorder sounds very much like the voice of the prosecutor.  

DEMAN
Indeed it does.  A veritable reflection of the common humanity in which we all share.  Go on.

BOLL
Do you recognize the defendant?

NESTI
But your honor - my defendant is concerned that the voice is the voice of the Prosecutor.

DEMAN
And?

NESTI
Nothing else - that was it.

AHM
My point is that the supposed witness theoretically testifying against me is in fact the prosecutor.
DEMAN
And your point?  

AHM
Does it make sense that a prosecutor is allowed to pretend to be the witness?

DEMAN
Again I must insist that you consult with your counsel on these questions of law.    

NESTI
(to AHM)

Please - don't shut me out.  You know I'm here to serve.
DEMAN
Let's pick up the pace, shall we?

BOLL
I asked if you recognized the defendant?

BOLL starts the tape recorder.

TAPE RECORDER
I do.  That's the person I saw inside the house.  

BOLL stops the tape.

BOLL
Are you sure?

BOLL starts the tape.

TAPE RECORDER
Of course I'm sure.  

BOLL stops the tape.

BOLL
And you could see the face, even through all of the smoke and flames?

BOLL starts the tape recorder.

TAPE RECORDER
Even through all of the smoke and flames, trust me, I could see.  And I would never forget that face.  Never.

BOLL stops the tape recorder.

BOLL
And what were you doing at the house?
BOLL starts the tape. 

TAPE RECORDER
I was over at the house.  Helping the people there.  

BOLL stops the tape.

BOLL
And why did you go to the house to help?

BOLL starts the tape recorder.

TAPE RECORDER
It's just a neighborly thing to do.  To help.

BOLL stops the tape.

BOLL
And when you got there, what did you see?

BOLL starts the tape recorder.

TAPE RECORDER
Well the first thing I saw were the flames.  Then the smoke.  

BOLL stops the tape.

BOLL
You’re sure it wasn't the smoke first?

BOLL starts the tape.

TAPE RECORDER
No - it was definitely flames first, smoke second.  Always.

BOLL stops the tape.

BOLL
And what did you see next?

BOLL starts the tape.

TAPE RECORDER
The defendant.  With matches.  Setting the fires - all around the house.

BOLL stops the tape.

BOLL
And then?

BOLL starts the tape.

TAPE RECORDER
The defendant ran out of the house - with a bag full of money.

BOLL stops the tape.

BOLL
How did you know it was money?

BOLL starts the tape.

TAPE RECORDER
Because I saw some bills fly out of the bag and into the flames. 
BOLL stops the tape.

BOLL
And did the defendant look pleased?  In a guilty, deranged sort of way?
BOLL starts the tape.

TAPE RECORDER
Yes.  He or she looked happy - very happy and deranged - a big deranged smile on his or her face.  

BOLL stops the tape.
BOLL
No further questions your honor.  

DEMAN
Would the defense like to cross examine?

NESTI consults with AHM.

NESTI
We would your honor.

BJ

I have a few questions myself.  Like where was the defendant on the day of the crime?  And isn't it true that defendants are often at the scene of the crime, whether or not they committed the crime?  And do we know what deodorant the defendant was or was not wearing?  And what about jewelry?  Could the witness see any of that through the smoke and flames?  And what about security?  Who is securing the jewelry, in a time like this one?  
BOLL
Yes.  And yes, yes, no, yes, no.

BJ

No further questions your honor.  

NESTI
I'm sorry your honor - but I still have some things I'd like to ask.

DEMAN
If you must.  

At this point, AHM bolts for an exit.
CELL
Stop thief!

HORRY and BJ jump up, chase and catch AHM, with CELL following quickly behind.  When CELL gets to AHM, he gives him a more substantial smack.  The three of them then drag AHM back to his seat.  
DEMAN
(to AHM)
Is everything o.k.?

AHM at first does not respond.  CELL smacks him again.

CELL
The judge asked you a question!

AHM
Yes, fine.  Thanks so much for asking.  Although I really could use that trip to the bathroom.
DEMAN
The bathroom - can you believe this one?  I'm just about splitting my sides over here.
All but AHM and DEMAN laugh.

Counsel for the defense – if you’re going to cross-examine the witness, please get on with it – we’re not getting any younger over here.  
NESTI
Of course your honor.  Ms. -  

BOLL
Pringle.

NESTI
Yes, Ms. Pringle.  Do you have any relationship to a Mr. Pringle who also lives on Elm Street?
BOLL
No.

NESTI
And what about any other Pringles?  

BOLL
No.

NESTI
But you must have had a mother.

BOLL
I refuse to answer that question.

NESTI
If it makes any easier to talk about it, I can tell you that I had a very difficult relationship with my mother.  She used to abuse me, frequently.  Her idea of fun was tying me to a lampost and shooting rubber bands at me.  That actually wasn't so bad, once I got used to it.  But then she moved on to small batons.  Again, I adjusted, but she kept escalating.  Once she got to the bricks, I really started to feel the effects.  Dizziness.  Quite a bit of swelling.  Not that I held it against her.  She suffered, as all mothers must, through child birth and all of that. 
But it did take me several years to forgive her - and to relieve myself of the anger and guilt that came from the whole episode - especially the bricks. I can say now though that I am fully at peace with things - and very much love my mom.  Dear old mom - that's what I call her these days.  So, let me ask again, did you have a mother?
BOLL
No.

NESTI
Very well.  Then about what you saw - are you sure you saw the defendant?  

BOLL
100% certain.

NESTI
There's not even a little bit of doubt in your mind?  

BOLL
No.

NESTI
Even a teensy weentsy little bit?

BOLL
Yes.

NESTI
A ha!

BOLL
Just kidding.  There was no doubt whatsoever.  I'd know that face anywhere.  It's been seared in my memory.

NESTI
I see.  And I suppose you're equally sure about the other things you said - with the house and the money?  

BOLL
Yes.  Equally.

NESTI
No further questions your honor.  

AHM again whispers to NESTI.

NESTI
Actually, I did have one further question.

DEMAN
Go on.

NESTI
My client wants to ask the witness how it is that the Prosecutor is now not just answering on behalf of the witness, but actually having the witness communicate through the body of the Prosecutor?

BOLL
The Prosecutor is highly, highly sympathetic, as any good prosecutor should be.

NESTI
Thank you your honor.  No further questions.
DEMAN
Does the prosecution have any further witnesses?

BOLL
No your honor.  We rest our case.  

DEMAN
Excellent.  And I might add it was a fine case.  I wasn't sure how the acoustics would be with the tape recorder, but it came through loud and clear, like a well-tuned timpani - even with my bad ear.

BOLL
I'm very pleased to hear that.  

AHM whispers to NESTI.

NESTI

Your honor, my client would like to take a short break if that's at all possible.

AHM

Just to use the bathroom.  I’m begging you!  Please!
CELL

What does this look like a God damned country club??  You sit your ass down!

NESTI

(to AHM)

I guess that means no.

DEMAN
So now that we’ve proven the guilt of the defendant, let's move on to sentencing.  

AHM whispers to NESTI
NESTI
But your honor, the defense would also like an opportunity to present its case.

BJ

And we also need to present our case for the defense.
DEMAN
Is a defense case really necessary?  Are you sure you don't want to throw yourself on the abundant beneficence and mercy of the court?  

AHM whispers to NESTI.
NESTI
No your honor.  Not at this time.
DEMAN
Well keep that in mind when I drive the nails in that much deeper after you're done!  And, if the defendant insists on burdening our time with a defense, then how about we take a brief recess.  Counsel?

NESTI

Recess - yes, that would be nice.  Though, to be honest, the term does have some negative connotations for me.  You see, when I was a child, I sometimes - really more often than not, had a problem with recess.  As a game, the other kids in the class used to take those red rubber gym balls and surround me.  After they had backed me up the wall of the school, the leader would sound the call and then they would all unload the balls at me, one after another, aiming at my head, my groin and everywhere in between.  The balls, being rubber, didn't hurt so much - but the force of them would often knock me back into the brick wall, which did hurt - especially when they would land successive shots at my head, creating a ping pong effect between my head and the wall.  On the positive side, my teacher would generally come out after a few minutes of the game and tell the other kids to stop teasing me. And I was able to develop a nice relationship with the school nurse.   
DEMAN

Remind me not to ask next time.  We'll resume in six minutes and forty two seconds.  Unless there happens to be a solar eclipse underway outside, in which case we'll take an extra thirty minutes to dance like apes in the dark.  Or we could just finish.  Which, come to think of it, is probably the more prudent course of action.  So for our first number I'd like to perform a sonata in D minor.  

AHM whispers to NESTI.

NESTI
Your honor - although we would all enjoy some night music, if my client can’t take a bathroom break, we would like the opportunity to at least present the Defense's case.

DEMAN
You're still harping on that old canard?  

NESTI
Yes your honor.  If it's not too much trouble.

DEMAN
Very well.  Then go ahead.  But keep it snappy.  

NESTI
Your honor, for our first witness we'd like to call - 

BJ pushes NESTI aside.

BJ

(to NESTI)

Take a number dickhead.  (to DEMAN)  Your honor for our first witness, the defense would like to call my esteemed associate, a true philanthropist and paragon of the global community.

BJ indicates HORRY.

CELL
(to HORRY)
Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?  

HORRY
Yes I do.

BJ

Please tell the court your name and address.

HORRY
I'd like to, but I can't.  Security reasons - I'm sure you understand. 

BJ

Very well.  Do you know the defendant?

HORRY
Not exactly.

BOLL
Objection your honor - imprecision.

HORRY
What I meant was that I only saw the defendant once.

DEMAN
Overruled.

BOLL
Me or them?

DEMAN
Proceed.

BJ

And when was that one occasion.

HORRY
Not long ago.

BOLL
Objection your honor - untimely.
DEMAN
Sustained.

BJ

Let me rephrase the question - 

and when was -

(beat)
 that one occasion?

HORRY
Not too long ago.

BJ

What were the circumstances?

BOLL
Objection your honor - circumstantial.

DEMAN
What do you have to say to that?

HORRY
Me your honor?

DEMAN
If not you who?  If not before, when?  

HORRY
Well I would say it is circumstantial - in the sense that it comprised a circumstance.

DEMAN
Go on.

BJ

Can you tell us more about that circumstance?

HORRY
Well I was in the offices of Rescue International - where I work - counting donations for the week - when the defendant burst in. 

BJ

The defense would like to enter into evidence Exhibit #1 - a commercial for Rescue International that shows the good work the witness does.

BOLL
Objection your honor - too commercial.

DEMAN
I'll allow it.  Especially if it's the one with Sally Struthers.

BJ

You're in luck!

CELL rolls out a television with a VCR hook up.  HORRY hands CELL a videotape.  The commercial is a homemade caricature featuring HORRY stuffed with pillows and a long, curly blonde wig.  The commercial should run for approximately 30 seconds and show HORRY playing with dolls and repeating HORRY's mantra about $1 a day feeding a village of 40.  
Following the showing of the commercial, DEMAN wipes tears from his or her eyes.  BOLL carries on more loudly, crying and moaning for the remainder of HORRY's testimony.

DEMAN
So she really did gain a lot of weight.

HORRY
Yes your honor she did.

BJ

But I understand she's already lost some of it - and is working very, very hard to take off the rest.  

DEMAN
That's very re-assuring to hear.  So do you have any further witnesses?

BJ

I actually have a few more questions for this witness.

DEMAN
Proceed.

BJ

What happened when the defendant burst into your offices at Rescue International?

HORRY
He or she took all of the money.

BJ

How much money was there?

HORRY
40 million dollars.  

AHM
What??

CELL smacks AHM.

BJ

Are you sure of that?

HORRY
Yes - I had just finished counting it all.  

NESTI
Before you continue with your examination of the witness, I just wanted to check on whether this testimony is in fact in support of our client?  
BJ

 (to NESTI)  I'll get to that in a moment.  (to HORRY)  First, can you tell the court whether you've ever seen the money again?

HORRY
Never.  And the defendant, as he or she was running away with it all, called back to tell me the money would be hidden never to found again.

BJ

Tragic.

HORRY
Yes.  Especially when it would have fed so many people for so long.

BOLL lets out a loud wail.

BJ

And you're absolutely sure this is the person who perpetrated this awful crime?

HORRY
Yes.  In fact, I have here something that I think will prove the defendant’s guilt beyond any doubt that fact.

HORRY pulls out a clover.

BJ

Your honor, the defense would like to enter this four leaf clover into evidence as Defense Exhibit #2.  
DEMAN, CELL, BOLL and NESTI all let out a loud gasp.

(To HORRY)  Can you tell the court what this is?

HORRY
It's a four leaf clover.

DEMAN

Amazing!

BJ

And where did you find this extraordinary four leaf clover?

HORRY
In our offices.

BJ

Do you grow them there?

HORRY
No.  The defendant left it there, when he or she was stealing the 40 million dollars.

DEMAN
Shocking!
AHM
Insane!

CELL whacks AHM.

BJ

And have you ever known anyone else to just leave four leaf clovers lying around, like they were pennies or sticks of gum?

HORRY
No I have not.  

BJ

So this does, in your mind, conclusively prove that this person, this he or she, was the person who robbed blind your worthy organization?  

DEMAN

Obviously!

HORRY
Yes.

BJ

And so what do you think should be done to the defendant, for committing such a callous act, and for so carelessly leaving behind this smoking gun evidence of the four leaf clover?

HORRY
The defendant should be fried, to a crisp.  And then covered in honey and eaten by large insects or small rodents.  But because I think that you, I and everyone else here knows that the defendant is clearly insane - and must have been at the time of committing this heinous act - Rescue International would like to donate $100 to further study of the criminally insane, in the defendant's honor.

BJ

That's very generous of you.

HORRY
We do what we can.

BJ

No further questions your honor.  

DEMAN
That too was very, very good testimony.  I especially like the commercial.  Would the prosecution like to cross-examine?

BOLL, who continues to cry, just lets out another loud wail.  CELL goes over to comfort BOLL.

DEMAN
Very well then.  Does the defense rest?

BJ

We do.

AHM whispers something to NESTI.

NESTI
Actually, your honor, my client would like to examine the witness.

DEMAN
Why that's impossible!  The witness is a defense witness - so the defense has already had its opportunity for an examination.  

AHM again whispers with NESTI
NESTI
Then my client would like to take the stand.

DEMAN
Is that so?

NESTI
Yes your honor.  

DEMAN
And does your client have any idea what he or she is doing?

AHM
If I'm going to be subjected to this charade, I at least - 

CELL comes over and whacks AHM.

CELL
When spoken to!

DEMAN
Counselor?

AHM whispers something to NESTI.

NESTI
Yes your honor, the defendant does believe he or she knows what he or she is doing.  

DEMAN
I'm just asking, since I wouldn't want him or her to compromise him or herself, if you know what I mean.

NESTI
I do your honor.

DEMAN
Because by testifying, the defendant will be relinquishing the one iota of dignity left to those who keep their mouths shut.

AHM whispers to NESTI.

NESTI
Nonetheless, the defendant would like to testify.

DEMAN
And what if I don't let him or her?  Then what is he or she going to do?

AHM intently whispers to NESTI.

NESTI
My client says that he or she will urinate on my head if not allowed to testify.  And your honor - regardless of the additional charges being levied against my client, and even if those allegations prove to be true, I would ask that the court grant us latitude to begin the direct examination in light of the prior trauma I've experienced with cranial urination.


DEMAN
Sustained.  Unhand the little pisser and let's proceed.

CELL releases AHM.  

NESTI
Your honor, I'd like to call the defendant to the stand.

AHM gets up.

CELL
Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, you disgusting, deceitful, pissing liar?

AHM
I do.
DEMAN
(to CELL)

Let me have that thing.

DEMAN motions to the T.V. "clicker," which CELL hands to DEMAN.  During AHM's testimony that follows, DEMAN focuses on the T.V. and BJ and HORRY huddle with CELL, talking quietly and laughing amongst themselves on occasion.

NESTI
I would bet I'm safe in assuming that you have a mother.

AHM
You are.

NESTI
And a father?

AHM
Absolutely.

NESTI
It's interesting.

AHM
What is?

NESTI
Well I didn't exactly have a father.  He left us when I was still a baby.  

AHM
That's too bad, but - 

NESTI
Actually, what's really strange is that a man then started showing up in my bed at nights, when I was older.  At first I thought it was just a dream.  You know, a dream about the father I had never known.  The man - who I thought was in my dreams - 
would tell me he was my father.  Actually repeatedly.  And then I imagined he would do awful things to me.  Then I would wake up.  But I started to wonder whether I was dreaming - or if there really was a man showing up in my bed each night.  As I travelled the world, I had to wonder - could there really be a man travelling right with me?  But I would wake up with terrible aches - and bruises.  It does make you think, doesn't it?

AHM
It sounds quite awful - and strange.  But I would like to take this one opportunity to share a little bit more about my situation, seeing as I am the defendant.

DEMAN
Did someone say something?

AHM
I said I'm the defendant.

DEMAN
You bet you're ass you are - so watch what you say!  We're all gunning for you over here.
AHM
Yes your honor.

NESTI
Your honor, the defendant was just about to tell us all more about his or her situation.

DEMAN
Oh.

DEMAN now returns full attention to the T.V.

NESTI
So please do tell us - who are you and how did you get here?

AHM
I thought you'd never ask.  Well, for starters, I'm a very simple, ordinary person.  As we've already covered, I have a mom and a dad - good people.

CELL
(breaking away for a moment from conversation with BJ and HORRY)
As if we're expected to believe that malarkey?!  (turning back to BJ and HORRY)   So is our transport out of here all set up?
AHM
Well it's true.  Sometimes I wish there was something more extraordinary about my life - but there's really not.  I mean, sure I have my foibles - and my dreams.  But, like most people I suppose, I just try to get through the days.  
NESTI
And nights.

AHM
Yes.  And nights.  Which is what I was trying to do tonight.  I was here - at least close to here - having a drink at the bar with a few friends.  I excused myself to go to the bathroom.  I asked the waiter where to find the bathroom and he said it was through that door and and then to the left.  Well I just tried to follow instructions - going through the door.  And that's when I ran into that person over there.

AHM points at CELL.
CELL
How dare you point the finger at me!

DEMAN
Objection!

BJ

Sustained.  

NESTI
Please continue.   

AHM
Well - I just asked where the bathroom was - and then the, is it bailiff?

CELL
And now you dare to label me??

DEMAN
Objection!

BJ

Overruled.  Slightly fatigued.
AHM
That person restrained me - and wouldn't let me leave.  Well then the judge entered.

CELL
All rise for the honorable Judge Deman!

They all stand up.  

DEMAN
Sit, sit - the night's still young.  

AHM
And then you all showed up.  And well you've all seen what's happened since.  But I swear to you - I don't know any of you - I've never seen a single one of you in my entire life - 

CELL
Ha!  Likely story.

AHM
And I didn't have anything to do with whatever it was that the prosecutor was describing before - 

BOLL
You mean my witnesses!

AHM
Yes, then your witnesses.  And that the person from the rescue organization described.  I think there's just been some terrible mistake.  I am not the defendant you're looking for.  So if you'll just let me go now, I promise never to bother any of you again - and I won't even tell the hostess what you all have going on back here.  

DEMAN
Counsel?

BOLL
Patently ridiculous.

BJ

Absurd.

HORRY
As if we could trust such a liar and thief?

DEMAN
I do have to agree.  I think you're full of it.  

AHM
I'm full of it?  I'm full of it?!  You're the ones who are full of it!  Even if I don't belong in this parallel universe of yours, I can see what's going on.  The two of them - they're the thieves.  They probably just pocketed the $40 million and now they're looking for a fall guy.  And how about that four leaf clover?  Did you even look at it?  That's as common a three leaf clover as you'll ever see!  And what about that video - we're supposed to believe that's actually Sally Struthers?  Are you kidding me??
At this point, SALLY STRUTHERS enters.  She should be played by a very thin man or woman, wearing a wig of long, curly blonde hair.  HORRY, on seeing SALLY, approaches.

HORRY

Sally dear, how are you?

HORRY and SALLY give each other European style, double cheek kisses.

DEMAN

So she really did lose the weight!

SALLY

I'm fine.  How's everything with our noble cause?

HORRY

Great - just great.  

SALLY

I did get a call - from some accountant, raising questions about where the money is going.

HORRY

Now Sally, don't you worry your pretty little head over that one minute.  Just think of the children!

AHM

Actually, it is a scam!  God knows what they've done with the money, but I think they're in cahoots with the bailiff and they're trying to whitewash the heist using me to avoid prosecution!

SALLY

Can that be true?

BJ

Honey, don't listen to this clown!  He's a convicted criminal.  The prosecution already proved he was a killer and a thief.

AHM

Prosecution?  Gimme a break here.  Even if we give the prosecutor points for chutzpah in manufacturing testimony, I can't be convicted on the basis of --  actually why am I even wasting my breath?  You all know what a farce this is.  Right?  In the end, just some sort of cosmic joke?  As in, hah hah, very funny?  And Sally must be here as the host of the next Candid Camera?
DEMAN starts to laugh, and is then joined by BOLL, CELL, BJ, HORRY and SALLY in laughter.  Soon NESTI is laughing and even AHM.  When the laughter begins to die down, CELL speaks.

CELL
(now sauntering around the courtroom)

Yes, well it is rather funny now, isn't it.  Nothing like a good joke to loosen up the tension of the courtroom.  Especially the idea that I - I - an officer of the court - would participate in a conspiracy to defraud innocent people.  Very humorous.  Really.  But we can't let the levity of the moment distract us from the evil that lurks in our midst.  And I'm not talking about common evil - poor judgment - or even wilful misconduct.  I'm talking about the dark evil that haunts each of our souls.  Depravity so depraved that we'd rather not face it.  But we must. And it's there - incarnate in the defendant.  Anyone can claim innocence - and you've heard the defendant make a lame attempt at clearing his or her name.  But we - we the court - and we the people - we know evil when we see it.  And I swear to you that if I've ever seen evil - and I have - trust me I have - I've never seen it reign so supreme as it does in that defendant.  So let's stop the jokes and games, and get on to the business of justice.  Conviction.  And execution.  
AHM
What??

DEMAN
Well said.  I do think this case has dragged on long enough, when we all know its inevitable conclusion.

AHM
Inevitable conclusion??  
AHM again makes a break for the exit.
CELL
Not so fast, Tonto!
On reaching AHM, CELL throws him to the floor and starts wailing on him.
AHM
Will you get your God-damned hands off of me?!

BJ and HORRY now gang up on AHM as well.  Soon the three of them have AHM on the ground and are kicking and hitting AHM, letting out gleeful noises as they do.  Even DEMAN finally comes down from the high chair and joins in the beating.  SALLY soon follows suit, shouting "Meathead!" with every time she strikes AHM.
NESTI
Please - punish me too - if that helps.  

On hearing this, HORRY grabs NESTI and throws NESTI down where AHM is, so that NESTI too can bear the brunt of the beating.  
JAHN enters.  On seeing JAHN, the others stop their pounding on AHM.  
JAHN
Oh my - I didn’t mean to interrupt but - do any of you happen to know the way to the restroom?    

On hearing this, CELL perks up.

CELL
What?

JAHN
Restroom - I just wondered if any of you knew the way.  

CELL
Have a seat.

JAHN
What?

CELL grabs JAHN by the arm.

CELL
I said have a seat!

As attention shifts to JAHN, AHM begins to slowly crawl offstage, but then lingers for a moment near the door/exit.

JAHN
But there must be some mistake - I'm just trying to find a bathroom!
CELL now throws JAHN into a chair.

NESTI
Are you in need of some assistance?  

JAHN
Yes, but - 

HORRY
(shoving the clover in front of JAHN's face)
Have you ever seen a four leaf clover??
JAHN
Well no, but - 

DEMAN
Do you have any idea why we've brought you here today?

BJ
Your honor, this is the accomplice to the crime, also represented by us.  (to HORRY)  I think we’ve got time for at least one more.
CELL strikes JAHN.

JAHN
Oww!!  Why’d you do that??
CELL
When the judge asks you a question, you answer!

AHM
(almost offstage)

Don't - 

The others look at AHM, who hesitates for a moment.

I'm sorry - I'd like to stay and help - but I really have to go!

AHM turns and bolts offstage.  

DEMAN
(to JAHN)

So do you?  Know why you're here?

JAHN
Not really.  Other than that I was looking for the bathroom.

DEMAN
Looking for the bathroom - hah!  We've heard that one before!
Everyone else laughs.

Well you'll learn soon enough.  Counsel – since we’re all assembled, would you like to go ahead and call your first witness?
BOLL
We would your honor. 
[END OF PLAY]
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