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[ALISHA is standing on stage, peering off to one side, fidgeting.  TROY enters.]

ALISHA

Excuse me – 

TROY

Yes?

ALISHA

I just wanted to say how much I enjoyed your talk!

TROY

Thanks.

ALISHA

It was really great.

TROY

Well it’s always my pleasure to come back to Georgetown to offer the few words of wisdom I have.  Are you a student here?

ALISHA

A recent graduate.  From the International Relations M.A. program.

TROY

Well good luck.

ALISHA

Thanks.  I need it these days.  It’s not so easy to find a good position – especially at the State Department, which is where I’m most interested in working.  

TROY

I’m sure if you stick with it, something will break your way.  

ALISHA

How did you get your start?

TROY

I actually started in the Peace Corps.  

ALISHA

Really?  That’s amazing.    

TROY

It was.  I spent three years in Zimbabwe.  

ALISHA

What a coincidence!  I did my thesis on Zimbabwe.

TROY

Really.  On what topic?

ALISHA

It was – uh – a political piece.  But not that interesting – especially not to someone who knows Zimbabwe so well.

TROY

No really – I’m interested.  

[We hear a horn – or if that’s not available, TROY just looks out towards one side of the stage.]

Sorry.  That’s my ride – but it was nice talking to you.

ALISHA

But - I could give you a ride.  And I would really appreciate having the chance to ask you a few more questions.  It’s not every day I get to talk to a Deputy Secretary of State!

TROY

[after a moment of decision]

I’m going to an event at the Madison on 15th.  You sure it’s not too much trouble?

ALISHA

Most definitely not.  And I’m parked just a block away.

TROY

O.k.  Great.

[TROY gestures to wave off the car that was waiting for him.]

TROY

So what can I tell you?

ALISHA

I would just love to hear more about how you got to where you are.  I mean, you’re so young to be in such an important job.

TROY

I’m actually not that young.

ALISHA

Well you look it.  You must work out or something.

TROY

Actually, I have been trying to get to the gym more often.  But I’m sure you’re interested in more than my work out schedule.

ALISHA

I’m sorry.  I’m such a loser.  My big chance to get valuable advice from a real leader and I can’t keep my mouth shut about how attractive you are.  

[beat]

So you were telling me about your career path.

TROY

Right.  So after my stint in the Peace Corps, I was lucky enough to get a foreign service assignment to West Africa.  After three years on the ground in Mauritania, I came back to a post here, also focused on Africa.  Four years later, I got appointed to my current position as Deputy for African affairs.  

ALISHA

What an amazing story.  I mean, you must be so smart to have risen through the ranks so quickly.

TROY

Definitely not that.  I did work hard.  And I guess I’ve just been in the right places at the right times.  

ALISHA

Your wife must be very proud of you.

TROY

I’m not married.  With all of my globetrotting and then the intensity of being a Deputy, I haven’t had a lot of time for romance.  

ALISHA

Well I’m sure you’ll make some woman very happy.

TROY

You sure are giving me a lot of credit for someone you just met!

ALISHA

I don’t mean to be too forward – it’s just I get very strong intuitions about people – and – this may sound ridiculous – but I have a very warm feeling about you.

TROY

Well I don’t mean to be forward either – but – would you be interested in going out for dinner sometime?  

ALISHA

Really?  This is like a dream.  Meaning, yes!  I would like nothing more.  

TROY

That’s great.  So what would be a good night for you?  

ALISHA

How about tonight?  

TROY

Unfortunately, I’ve got plans.  And then I’m tied up tomorrow night as well.  What about Saturday?

ALISHA

I’m supposed to be out of town for a wedding that weekend.  And then in North Carolina with my family for the holidays.  But I could try to change my plans.  

TROY

Oh – don’t do that.  As much as I’m looking forward to going out, we can wait until January.

ALISHA

But won’t you be busy then with the new administration coming in?

TROY

Just the opposite.  Since I’m in an appointed position, I’ll be out on my ear, so to speak.  I’m going to take some time off, then take on a role with a government relations shop.

ALISHA

But you’re already such a veteran at State – they can’t just send you off like that, can they?!

TROY

I’m afraid so.  With the change in party, there will be an entirely new cast of characters in charge.  And trust me, the last thing they’ll want is advice from me.

ALISHA

Wow.  That’s too bad. 

TROY

All just part of the political process.

ALISHA

I see.  Well it was nice meeting you.

TROY

You too.  But so how about the second Saturday in January?

ALISHA

For what?

TROY

Our date.

ALISHA

Sorry.  I’m not dating now.  I’m already in a relationship.

TROY

Huh?

ALISHA

Well you can’t expect a girl like me to just sit home every night! 

TROY

Right.  Well I’m sorry about the confusion with the – dinner – but I do appreciate the ride.

ALISHA

Oh  - I forgot.  I have to get to a hair appointment in the other direction.  But if you walk down to M Street, you can probably find a cab.  See you round.

[ALISHA exits as TROY is left standing center stage.]

[END OF PLAY] 

