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(Stage is empty except Deborah and Mark.)  






DEBORAH

So?






MARK

I - I need more time






DEBORAH

For what?






MARK

To make my decision.






DEBORAH

What decision?  Haven't you ever heard the slogan Just Do It?






MARK

I'm sure it seems so easy to you.






DEBORAH

Because it is.  So please -  just do it!






MARK

But don't you understand?  A decision is what's required here!






DEBORAH

No.  An action is what's required.






MARK

You're missing the fundamental point.  What separates us from animals - what gives us our essential humanity - is our ability - our responsibility to decide.






DEBORAH

You think the 60 year old man dying of AIDs in Nigeria chooses?  Or the twenty year old mother of four in Mexico?  We don't choose.  We respond - and cope.  






MARK

I refuse to be reduced to an adapting automaton.  And, by the way, the 60 year old man dying of AIDS in Africa does choose.  Every day.  Every moment.  Just like you.  






DEBORAH

You can't be so naive as to deny context and limitation, can you?






MARK

No.  You make your choices within a context.  But the existence of a context doesn't deny your right - and in fact obligation to make decisions within it.  






DEBORAH

But the choice is illusory if the context dictates the result!  And I'm not just talking about external constraints - but also who you are - your personality, your DNA.  Add 'em up and the context chooses, not you.






MARK

No.  No, no, no.  There are always choices I can make - as to thoughts, intentions, actions - and my decisions in those choices have a multitude of consequences.  




(A voice is heard from offstage)






VOICE (voice over)

Have you chosen?






MARK

Not yet.  But I'm trying.  I really am.






DEBORAH

Fine.  I give up.  Have it your way, oh great hero of humanity.  You decide.  Or at least you think you do.  But, for God's sake then just do it!






MARK

How dare you in one moment grant me my right to decide and then in the next eviscerate it!  Can't you appreciate the gravity of this situation?






DEBORAH

Now gravity - yes that's something I appreciate.  But this situation, no - it's just aggravating me.  What is it you want now?






MARK

Time of course.  For reflection.  Decision without considered and conscious reflection is like, like water without moisture.






DEBORAH

But don't you see the slippery slope you're sliding down?  A decision has to be embodied in the action it produces, not in any necessary notion of navel watching.  






MARK

But that's just it - a decision without self-conscious reflection is just an action.  And so no longer a decision.  It requires thoughtful consideration of real options to constitute a choice! 






DEBORAH

You're kidding yourself.  Your concept of choice could lead to a literally perpetual paralysis of pontification.  At least grant me that it would be impossible - and therefore asinine - to try to identify and assess every possible permutation.  






MARK

Just because I acknowledge that there may be infinite possibilities resulting from any decision doesn't negate my responsibility to try to identify and evaluate those potential results that are most likely.






VOICE (voice over)

What have you chosen?






MARK

If you'll just give me one more moment.  Please.






DEBORAH

Can't you see how embarrassing this is getting?  It affects me too you know!






MARK

I accept that your part of my context.  And of course I feel the pressure of this moment as much as you do - but that just makes even more vivid the essentially human way in which I'm trying to experience it.  






DEBORAH

So I've granted you your fantasy of decision.  And if what's required in your addled mind is time for so-called considered reflection then take a damned minute now - if we have one - to knock yourself out reflecting.






MARK

But it's not just an exercise in stream of consciousness samsara.  Please!  My reflection needs to be grounded in principles.  That reflect core fundamental truths.  






DEBORAH

You can't be serious.






MARK

All I'm trying to be is serious!






DEBORAH

But the notion of fixed truths for all people went out with the Model T!  Even if you won't accept absolute relativism, I don't see how you can deny absolute uncertainty and the humility that should shame your arrogant pursuit of truths!






MARK

Again, you're mistaking limitations - in this case of absolute knowing - with our obligation to nonetheless strive to make decisions and live our lives in a way that aspires towards the highest values that we can ascertain.  






VOICE (voice over)

You must choose now.  Or not at all.  






MARK

That's it!  I can't take it anymore!  All I'm trying to do is to decide what's right!  To be an honorable man!  Can't you see that!  But no!  [To Deborah]  You try to deprive me of the only thing I truly control - my right to choose.  [To Voice offstage] And you - you - who I barely even know - create these fictitious constraints that seek to rob me of my very humanity!






VOICE (voice over)

It's just that we're closing in two minutes.






MARK

Fine, fine.  You win.  I guess I'll just have a decaf latte.  With 2% milk.  No, make that skim milk.    
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