
YOU SHOULD BE ADMITTED

a play in one scene

by

Adam Lehman

AdamL@aol.com

CHARACTERS

Jonathan Good, an applicant to a Ph.D. program in Philosophy

Professor Knowles, a female Professor of Philosophy in her mid forties and the program director for the Ph.D. program to which Jonathan is applying

Ms. DeTalee, a woman in her late thirties and the graduate program administrator at the University to which Jonathan is applying

SETTING

All of the action is represented through an exchange of e-mails.  

TIME

The e-mails are exchanged during a two month period in the fall of 2004.

Subject:
Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
October 15, 2004  9:02:48 AM EST

From: 
JGood19784@aol.com

To:
JKnowles@SRU.edu

Professor Knowles:  I am a prospective student interested in your Ph.D. program in philosophy.  I graduated as class valedictorian from Harvard College, with a bachelor's degree in philosophy.  As a Rhodes Scholar, I also had an opportunity to obtain a Masters degree in Philosophy from Oxford University in England.  Following my study at Oxford, I was privileged enough to have worked for Mother Teresa in India before her passing.  I was nominated for a Nobel prize for my work, although I haven't yet been informed of the Nobel committees' decision.  My goal in this note is not to bore you with the details of my background.  I just wanted to let you know of my interest in your program and to tell you a little bit about me.  I have already obtained the application materials for the program, but would like to discuss a few questions with you about both the program and the application process.  Please let me know if that would be possible.  Sincerely,   Jonathan Good

--------------------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
October 19, 2004  1:14:12 PM EST

From: 
JKnowles@SRU.edu

To:
JGood19784@aol.com

Thank you for your interest in our doctorate program.  You sound like an interesting young man.  We will look forward to receiving your application.  Please make sure to include the required check with your application.  

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
October 19, 2004  1:20:39  PM EST

From: 
JGood19784@aol.com

To:
JKnowles@SRU.edu

Dear Professor Knowles:  Thank you for your quick response.  I appreciate your consideration.  Although I will be submitting my application as soon as possible, and will certainly include payment as part of the application, I do have several questions which I would like to discuss with you.  If it's not too much of an imposition, would it be possible to speak by phone?

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
October 19, 2004  1:25:10 PM EST

From: 
JKnowles@SRU.edu

To:
JGood19784@aol.com

As program director, I can answer your questions.  But just send them to me by e-mail as I'm very busy and don't have time right now to talk on the phone or meet.

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
October 20, 2004  8:31:51  AM EST

From: 
JGood19784@aol.com

To:
JKnowles@SRU.edu

Dear Professor Knowles:  I very much appreciate your taking the time to consider my questions by e-mail.  As you know, the doctoral program is a substantial and serious one, so I would like to be equally serious in preparing my application for it.  My principal questions are as follows:

1)  Would it be possible for me to transfer credits from my coursework in Philosophy at Oxford University?  I received A+s in all of these courses - and, at the request of Oxford, actually taught several of these courses during the second year of my Masters program.  2)  For my statement of research interests, would it be acceptable for me to submit the promotional summary for my PBS series entitled "The Great Unanswered Questions of Philosophy"?  3)  The application calls for a writing sample.  Would my published treatise on Kant (which was recently re-cast as a major motion picture on Kant's life) suffice?  4)  If I'm awarded a fellowship, would it be possible for me to donate the proceeds to a program I've created which teaches applied philosophy to inner city children?  5)  The application calls for three letters of recommendation from prior professors.  Would it also be acceptable for me to submit additional letters of recommendation from non-academic sources?  I have recommendation letters I would like to submit from Mother Teresa, the Pope (with whom I worked on a Peace, Philosophy and Theology project), the President of the United States (for whom I served as an advisor on issues of ethics) and Professor John Rawls (with whom I co-authored a book on Natural Rights, but from whom I did not take any classes). 

Thanks in advance for any guidance you can provide me regarding these questions.

Very best regards,  Jonathan Good

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
November 19, 2004  8:07:06 AM EST

From: 
JGood19784@aol.com

To:
JKnowles@SRU.edu

Dear Professor Knowles:  I don't mean to inundate you with e-mail requests.  But I hadn't received a response to my e-mail of four weeks ago and I did want to try to get some additional information regarding your program in advance of the fast-approaching application deadline.  Please advise as to any information you can send to me in response to my earlier questions.  Alternatively, please let me know if there is anyone else to whom I can direct my inquiries.  Please accept my apologies for the repeated intrusions on your time.  I just want to show your program the proper respect by taking seriously my application to it.  

Very best regards,   Jonathan Good

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
November 23, 2004  11:12:43 PM EST

From: 
JKnowles@SRU.edu

To:
JGood19784@aol.com

Sorry.  I've been really busy with all of my responsibilities as I'm sure you can understand.  Send whatever you want for a writing sample.  There aren't alot of fellowships available, so I can't promise that you'll receive one.  

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
November 23, 2004  11:45:58 PM EST

From: 
JGood19784@aol.com

To:
JKnowles@SRU.edu

Professor Knowles:  Thank you so very much for your informative reply.  I noted on your University's web site that there is a graduate program administrator, Ms. De Talee.  So, absent your instruction to the contrary, I will direct my questions to which you didn't respond to Ms. De Talee.  Thanks again for your help and guidance in this process.  

Very best,  Jonathan Good

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
November 24, 2004  12:07:23 AM EST

From: 
JKnowles@SRU.edu

To:
JGood19784@aol.com

 I don't know where you got the idea that the bureaucrat they have sitting in the administrative building can speak for our program.  She can't.  So I would strongly advise against your seeking advice on our philosophy program from her.

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
November 24, 2004  12:14:46 AM EST

From: 
JGood19784@aol.com

To:
JKnowles@SRU.edu

Professor Knowles:  Thank you for your very clear response regarding Ms. De Talee.  I was just looking for responses to some of my earlier questions.  I have plans to be in your vicinity next week and noticed that you have posted office hours on three days of that week.  Would it be possible for me to visit with you for a few minutes during your office hours?  It might provide a convenient opportunity for you to give me a little more input regarding my application questions - and I would enjoy having the chance to meet with you. 

Sincerely, Jonathan Good

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
November 25, 2004  1:13:08 PM EST

From: 
JKnowles@SRU.edu

To:
JGood19784@aol.com

No disrespect intended, but I don't have time right now to meet with a prospective student.  And frankly I feel that I have already spent more than enough time corresponding with you regarding our program.  In fact, much more than I would spend with a typical candidate.  I would suggest that you speak to your family and friends about any additional issues you have regarding graduate school.  It is a big step - and we don't want candidates who aren't serious about what we offer.  

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
November 25, 2004  1:18:45 PM EST

From: 
JGood19784@aol.com

To:
JKnowles@SRU.edu

Thank you for your response.  Although I'm sorry that we won't have a chance to meet, I understand the limitations on your time.  

Very best regards,  Jonathan Good

----------------------------

Subject:
From Applicant to Ph.D. program in Philosophy

Date:  
November 25, 2004  1:19:51 PM EST

From: 
JGood19784@aol.com

To:
DeTalee@SRU.edu

Dear Ms. De Talee:  My name is Jonathan Good.  I am interested in the Ph.D. program in Philosophy offered by the University.  In preparing my application for the program, I had raised several questions about the program and application with Professor Knowles, the program director.  Although she was extremely helpful, she was not in a position to answer several of my questions, highlighted below.  Would it be possible for you to answer these questions for me?  I can make myself available in person or by phone at whatever time is convenient for you to discuss these questions, or you can of course feel free to reply by e-mail.  By the way, I would very much appreciate it if you would not raise these questions or our correspondence with Professor Knowles since I have already consumed enough of her time and in fact promised her that I would not bother her any further with these questions.  

Thanks in advance for your help.  Sincerely,  Jonathan Good

----------------------------

Subject:
Fwd:  From Applicant to Ph.D. program in Philosophy

Date:  
November 26, 2004  4:15:22 PM EST

From: 
DeTalee@SRU.edu

To:
JKnowles@SRU.edu

Judy - who is this kid?  And why are you having him ask me these questions?  These are your responsibility!  I don't have time to hand hold your prospective candidates.  That's what we pay you to do.  So please make sure he doesn't contact me again.

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Fwd:  From Applicant to Ph.D. program in Philosophy

Date:  
November 28, 2004  10:13:44 PM EST

From: 
DeTalee@SRU.edu

To:
JKnowles@SRU.edu

I'm not even going to dignify your e-mail with a response.  Unlike some people who just leech off of the work of others, pushing paper, I have some serious scholarship to attend to.  

----------------------------

Subject:
Fwd:  From Applicant to Ph.D. program in Philosophy

Date:  
December 1, 2004  9:04:19 AM EST

From: 
JGood19784@aol.com

To:
DeTalee@SRU.edu

Ms. De Talee:  I'm sorry to bother you a second time.  But I was hoping to get some additional information regarding the Ph.D. program in Philosophy.  To provide you with some context for me and the questions I outlined in my previous e-mail, I have attached my C.V.  Would it be acceptable for me to call you?  If so, please let me know dates and times that would be convenient for you to speak by phone.  

----------------------------

Subject:
Fwd:  Fwd:  From Applicant to Ph.D. program in Philosophy

Date:  
December 1, 2004  3:55:14 PM EST

From: 
DeTalee@SRU.edu

To:
JKnowles@SRU.edu

Judy - This is my final warning.  Get this kid off my back.  Remember I'll be "reviewing" your budget in two weeks.  So I'd hate to go into that review feeling so negative about your program.

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
December 1, 2004  5:01:10 PM EST

From: 
JKnowles@SRU.edu

To:
JGood19784@aol.com

Mr. Good.  Please don't contact me or anyone else at the University again.  If you still wish to apply, I can't stop you from doing so.  But I can tell you that your chances of acceptance are quite low given your utter lack of decorum and respect.  

----------------------------

Subject:
RE:  Graduate Program Inquiry

Date:  
December 1, 2004  6:11:19 PM EST

From: 
JGood19784@aol.com

To:
JKnowles@SRU.edu

I must confess that I was surprised by your latest e-mail.  I was honestly just trying to take seriously my application to your esteemed program.  As it turns out, I am no longer in a position to apply to the program as I've been appointed United States Ambassador to the United Nations.  But I do thank you for your consideration to date.  

Best Regards, Jonathan Good.

----------------------------

Subject:
Returned mail: message blocked

Date:  
December 2, 2004  6:12:38 PM EST

From: 
Postmaster@SRU.edu

To:
JGood19784@aol.com

Professor Knowles' e-mail account is no longer accepting e-mail from your e-mail address.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Subject:
Congratulations!

Date:  
December 31, 2004  3:12:04 PM EST

From: 
Graduate_Admissions@SRU.edu

To:
JGood19784@aol.com

Dear Mr. Jonathan Good:  Thank you for your request for an application for admission to the University's Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.  Due to the unusually low level of applications for admission into the doctoral program in Philosophy for the Fall of 2003, we are pleased to be able to offer you admission into the program based solely on our independent verification of your undergraduate degree.  Please download and sign the attached matriculation form and submit it with your non-refundable deposit of $2,000.00 (to cover expenses associated with our processing of graduate student inquiries and applications) in order to reserve your place in the Ph.D. program in Philosophy beginning in September of 2005.  Congratulations!

Graduate Admissions  

PAGE  

